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which parts of the lock itself may be connected, but a casing which may engage two objects with 
one another that are not part of the lock. 

Applicant further respectfully submits that neither Roop nor Martin teaches a hooking 
engagement mechanism securely mounted on the control knob assembly to secure the control 
knob assembly to the casing, as claimed, Roop teaches that a cylinder actuator on one side of a 
cam support cage connects to lugs that are within the cam member on the other side by simply 
"contacting" them (col. 3, lines 37-38). Applicant claims and describes a distinctly secure 
mounting of a hooking engagement mechanism on a control knob assembly, utilizing paired 
bushings and grooves, specialized receiving portions on the control knob for particular portions 
of the hooking engagement mechanism, etc. (paragraphs [0027] - [0031]). Furthermore, Martin 
does not teach a hooking engagement mechanism at all, but rather two bolts that may extend 
straight out from a bolt housing portion toward a strike (col. 3 9 lines 1-10). 

With respect to the claim limitation that the hooking engagement mechanism has "a 
follower member with a follower member aperture defined to receive therein the neck" (i.e., the 
neck of a control knob assembly), Applicant respectfully notes that the cylinder actuator is the 
equivalent of the neck in Roop and that it is received in the aperture in the cam member on its 
way to contacting the lugs. This cam member is not a follower member; in Roop, the locking 
bolt member (item 58) is the follower member contains the bolts just as Applicant's followei 
member contains the hook (paragraph [0028], lines 1-2). As to Martin, Applicant respectfully 
reasserts that no hooking mechanism is taught. 

finally, regarding the claim limitation that the hooking engagement mechanism "has a 
control plate firmly connected to the neck of the control knob assembly and having a cam formed 
to abut an inner face defining the follower member aperture so that rotatable movement of the 
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